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So What Do You Do, Libby Callaway?
The people in your media neighborhood.

BY ALBERT LEE | How doesa gal from rural
AppalachiaN "No ShoesNo Service"country
N succeedn NewYork'sviciousfashionscen@
Is it the disarmingdrawl!? The refreshingly
unpretentiougashionwriting? Perhapst's just
that Callaway'smoreconcernedvith havingfun
with her readersthanissuingunforgivingstyle
dictums.Call her the antibAnnaVintour N
fashion's"Queenof Nice." Callawayjust
completeccoveringNewYork'sFashion Week
which endedyesterdayfor theNew York Post.

DOB: April 30, 1970
Occupation: Fashioneditor,NewYork Post

Hometown: Cleveland Tennesse8l the centerof the universe
(whetherthey know it or not, everyonehastiesto the Landof Cleve),
the headquartersf the Churchof God of Prophecyandthe Stove
Capital of the World. (I makeit soundlike Mayberry,butit's really
not that small:About 70,000 folks live inBradleyCounty.)

First real job: Sold smelly Guatemalamponchodgo trustafariansat a
headshopin Knoxville. Fromthere,wenton tomy first real
journalismgig asthelifestyleseditorat The ClevelandDaily Banner
(yep, the offical hometownnewspapenof the StoveCapital of the
World, circulation12,000).l learnedso muchdoingthat job.
Absolutelyinvaluableexperience.

Grad-school roommates: As muchl try, | can'tseemto getrid of
‘em.| seePaulaSzuchmanthe Posts newdeputytravel editor,every
day. David Kaufman,whom I met on thdirst day of gradschool(he
knewwe were meantto be friendswhenl told the classl readVogue
religiously),writes for mefrom time to time. | recentlyconvinced
him to dress up like Vin Diesel for the Posts mostrecentNYP
Fashionsupplementwhich cameout last Wednesday.

Heroes: Thisisn't meanto soundsappy,thoughl knowit will, but
I'm quite earnesivhenl sayl think my sisters ar@amazingwomen.
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How to
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She'll always read a story by: Sally Singer, fashionnewsdirectorof
Vogue | think she'sone of the smarteswomenN along with The
New York Times Amy SpindlerN working in fashionjournalism
today.She workgfor one of the mostpretentiousnagazinesn the
world, but you wouldn‘tknow it from herwriting, which is so down
to-earth.She'sbrilliant. SimonDoonan's\ew York Observestories
makemy day: He'soneof the wittiest writers1've everread.Funnyin
persontoo. Such anice guy! Finally, my colleaguelan Spiegelman
(heworks at "Page Six") is a geniuswriter. Love his articlesin
Details, andcan'twait for his book tocomeout nextspring.

The conversation piece on her desk: Thecastl woreafterbreaking
my wrist in a Manolo BlahnikPrelatedncidenton somewet subway
stairs.(It happenedn mybirthdaylast April, asl wason myway to
dinnerwith friendsKN can it getbetterthanthat? | refusedto let
anyonesignit, until | got an offer from fashioncartoonistMarisa
Acocella,whom I'verecentlybecometriendswith (whata peach!).
So,onenightatthe barat Raoul's shedrewthe faceof a womanwith
her eyebrowraisedandthefollowing: "I've heardof killer shoesput
this is ridiculous!" | mademy doctorbe very carefulwith his sawsol
could keepthe cartoonintact. Hopefully it will makeme a very rich
womanon eBaysomeday(Justkidding, Marisa!)

When she procrastinates... | answerquestionnairefrom
mediabistro.coninsteadof filing deadlinestoriesfor the newsdesk.
TheOnion.com burnsup alot of my time aswell.

Five latest obsessions: ThebandSahara Hotnights (rawk chicks
with greatRamonesy fashionsenseand Swedishaccents)black
vintagedressegactuallya recycledpassion, orather,a lingering
passiorassigned different color); Six FeetUnderreruns;the new
fall soupselectionat Au Bon Pain(Black-Eved Pea Stew!); my new
multi-coloredMiu Miu pumps.

Six degrees of Graydon Carter: Threeyearsago,| worked

@ underVicky Wardwhenshewasthe featureseditor hereat the

~ Post She leftandwentto Talk for a bit, andthenon toVanity
Fair, which GraydonCarteredits. This one'smorefun: I'm friendly
with DianeVon Furstenbergwho'sa contributorat VF andwho once
put mein touchwith Dolly Parton.(Thatdoesn'treallyfit here,but|
think it wasso greatthat aprincesshadto bring two girlsfrom East
Tennesse&ogether!Theirony wasn'tlost on thedeevine Ms. Parton
either.)Doesn'treally fit your questionbut| love that story and
wantedto tell it.

Smartest thing she ever did for her career: Learningasmuchasl
could while working at my smallhometownnewspaperlt wasa
teenytiny staff (sevenin the newsroom!)andwe did everything

ourselvesN EVERYTHING. | wasresponsibldor filling threepages

eachTuesdayanda 10- to 14pagesectionon Sundaysl wrote,
edited,assignedstoriesto my one staffer(thereareno working
lifestyle freelancersn Cleveland,Tennessedhat | know of), took
photos,workedthe darkroom,did the layout (wedid cut-and-wax
then,soit waskindalike doinga massivepuzzleeachweek),notto
mentiondid thejail docketson occasiorfwhichinvolved goinginto
the pensat thelocal jail, which | do notrecommendloingin a mini-
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to the best man.

Pitching An
Agent: Taking

On New
Nonfiction
Authors

This magazine editor-

turned agent recruits

writers to pen funny,

"practical nonfiction"
books.

Voice From The
Other_Side: Tips
For Editors

Editors constantly give
writers advice about
pitching and writing. Here,
we get 30 freelancers to
return the favor.
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skirt underany circumstancesgnd,oncea month,put the entire
papertogetheron arotating Saturdaynight. | canhonestlysaythat,
thanksto the experiencd hadatthe CDB, | would be ableto putthe
Postto bedif | hadto.

Translation:l would nothavethejob | havenow f | didn‘twork my
assoff ata smallpaperfirst. Wasit glamorou® Hell no. Funand
education&t Absolutely.

Best and worst moment on assignment: Having to call oneof my
closechildhood friend'shomeswhenwe heardher pilot mother's
planehad gonedownratesasone of the hardesthingsI've hadto do
in my life, let alonemy job. Bestwould beinterviewingthe late,
amazingBill Blass,andthenhavinghim requesimeto do anyPost
interviewswith him from thereon out. Thatwasone of the biggest
complimentd've evergotten.

Nuttiest fashion-show moments: Theyarelegion. Butjustlast night,
| watchedBritney Speargomein to the MatthewWilliamson show
trailed by severN seven! N bodyguards.Whatdid shethink a bunch
of fashionwimpsweregoingto do toher? Thatstuff amazesne.

"I Was A Teenage Fashion Nightmare': As a kid, | wasthe black
sheepof the family whenit cameto clothesN wearing old-mansuits
from the SalvationArmy (Molly Ringwaldwasa role model),Doc
Martenswith LauraAshley pinafores etc. My momso hatedthe way
| dressedandsometimestill kind of does.But whenl startedgoing
on TV talking aboutfashiondosand don‘tsandbeingfeaturedin
magazinegalking abouthow to put outfits together shefinally
realizedshecould nevercriticize any of my wardrobechoicesagain.
Justice!

Next big fashion trend: I'm afraid ruffles aregoingto be big next
spring. ldon'tknow whenl startedto hatethem, bujudgingfrom my
reactionto the oneson therunwaythis week,| really do.

Fashion trend she's sick to death of: I'm goingto be prescientand
sayruffles.

Best boutique in New York City: Therearesomany!But | love
Foley & Corrina, thoughl've only boughtonething there(it's
expensive!)l alsoreally love the Hollywould store on Mulberry,
Kirna Zabete, Resurrection Vintage, Cherry (yet morevintage),
andDecollage, which isn't reallya boutique but combination
atelier/showroom/partgpaceor somethindike that. Whateveit is,
LeahForrestetand HeathemRich havereally createda geniusspacel
wish | lived in it.

Most number of drinks consumed while writing ""Bar Belles"
column with Megan Turner: How manygrainsof sandarethereon
all the beache®f theworld? How manydropsof wateraretherein
the sea® Let'sjust sayour expenseaeportsgrownsincewe started
Bar Bellebinga yearanda half ago ("Bar Belle" canbe usedasa
verb, noun, andadjective you know).Meganand| still can'tbelieve
we getpaidto drink andwrite aboultit, in additionto coveringbeats
we love (moviesandfashion,respectively).
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Ever been blacklisted from a show? Yes. PR Consultingrefusesto
allow the Postto coverBalenciagaand NarcisoRodriguezlt's along
story, butsufficeit to saythis is the kind of thing that happenshen
you workat a paperwith theworld's best and most famous gossip
column. | really wish theywould getpastit, though,becausédoth
housesarevery influential right now and| feel like my readersare
missingout by nothavingaccesgo theseshowsvia Postcoverage.

Three tips for surviving Fashion Week:

1. Wear(or atleastcarry) comfortableshoes.
2. Drink lots of water.

3. Don'tbelievethe hype.

So WhabDo YouDo? appearsveryTuesday.

Read more in our Archives . Send your feedback to Jesse Oxfeld .
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